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OUR MISSION STATEMENT: Bethlehem Lutheran Church is 
committed to making disciples for Jesus Christ through our thoughts, 
words and deeds. 
 
VALUES STATEMENT:  We are a discipleship driven ministry, 
inviting all people to become disciples for Jesus Christ, nurtured by 
scripture and prayer.  We are a community of caring and forgiving 
people who create a nurturing and Christian environment where 
everyone feels welcomed.  Working cooperatively, we serve as a 
leader in partnering with families, businesses and other churches to 
maximize the outreach services available to the Christian community.  
We strive to serve as a cornerstone of the community. 
 

A Word or Two…by Pastor Mark 
Now that planting is in full swing, I must admit that if I were a farmer 

my whole crop would fail.  Heck, I probably couldn’t raise a decent 

vegetable patch, let alone a beautiful flower garden.  When I was a kid 

I did order one of those Venus flytraps you could get in magazines.  I 

fed it some flies which it half-heartedly ate, then I tried a small bit of 

ham and it died.  My only later attempt at something like that was 

when Lynn and I were newlyweds living in the married student 

housing trailer court at UNI in Cedar Falls.  On a whim I bought a 

pack of nasturtium seeds and planted them.  No special nutrients or 

weed killers, just planted them around the trailer to see what happened.  

And they actually grew into cheery orange flowers!  So then I quit 

while I was ahead. 
 

But the real pros are the many folks in our congregation and area who 

work with planting and harvesting all year round.  Even though I grew 

up in an Iowa town, I never had much exposure to the ins and outs of 

agribusiness, but in recent years it has become clear to me just how 

complex that profession is.  City people have no idea.  And advanced 

technology has added a new layer to the farming industry in a way that 

farmers of the not-too-distant past would be stunned by.  This includes 

raising of livestock as well. 
 

When we think of God’s creative power, it is helpful to realize that for 

all its complexity farming or anything else is only a slight scratch on 

the surface of the whole world of nature, and of the universe.  The 

Bible says that God is the source of everything there is.  It was His 

creative power that formed the world as we know it, perfectly balanced 

to support human life.  In mysterious language, the first chapter of the 

Gospel of John tells us that Christ was there at the creation, that all 

came through Him as part of the Trinity.  The result is what we 

experience every day. 
 

I’ve mentioned before that my two brothers were scientists.  My oldest 

brother is gone now, but he had an accomplished career in physics and 

chemistry, spending most of his time working for the federal 

government in the area of the effects of medications on human beings 

and the states’ regulations vs the FDA.  (He was very opinionated and 

outspoken.  Unfortunately he died before Covid, and I would have 



LOVED to see his reaction to the hoopla over that!)  My other brother 

was a geologist and is now retired.  Both these men were not only 

serious scientists, they were also committed Christians, active 

members of their own churches.  While they had many unanswered 

questions, they had absolutely no problem harmonizing science and 

religion.  Instead of not seeing God in nature, like some of their 

colleagues, through the eyes of faith they saw the glory of God 

revealed layer by layer in the work of science. 

 

As we enjoy the sights, smells, and feel of spring, remind yourself that 

it points to the greatness of the God we worship.  It was created out of 

love for humanity, the same people He died for on the cross to save us 

from the way we fall short of His glory.  May the blessed season of 

planting and care for our crops give us confidence that our lives and 

future are in His hands. 

 

 

 

Faith and Life Bible Study 

Ever wonder what went on in the 

Christian church during those 

centuries of the “dark ages,” like 

the 500s through the 1300s?  A 

lot went on!  And we find out as 

we study those years that human nature was the same as it is today.  

Cultures were different, but people still had the same basic challenges 

to their faith.  Right now our midweek Bible study, Faith and Life, is 

going through the history of the Christian Church in Bible study form.  

We talk about major aspects of the faith as it unfolded in each century, 

then read a passage from the Bible that echoes those events.  This is 

followed by discussion about how all this connects with our lives. 

 

Faith and Life Bible study is a “no threat” get-together, where you 

don’t have to have any special knowledge about the scriptures.  It is 

informal, laid back, fun, and welcoming.  And we have coffee and 

treats every week.  We meet in the fellowship hall Monday nights 

6:30-8:00 PM, or Wednesday mornings 9:30-11:00 AM (same content 

at both).  Check it out!  You won’t be disappointed. 

 

• For the safety of our planters, and 

a good start to a blessed harvest 

later on. 

• For peace in this troubled world as 

clouds of potential war darken the 

skies. 

• For wisdom in the area of artificial 

intelligence (AI).  May computer scientists be guided to 

safeguard this strange field from dangerously going out of the 

programmers’ control. 

 

 

Sunday Events for May 

● On May 7 we will be recognizing 

our high school graduates. 

● On May 14, Mother’s Day, we 

celebrate the baptism of Natalie 

Schoelerman, daughter of Betsy and 

Jake. Also, don’t forget to wear a hat 

if you are a woman or girl of any age! 

● On May 21 coffee hour will feature root beer floats as a fundraiser 

for vacation Bible school. 

 

Giving Minute:  A lot of people put care into their gardens, 

pulling every weed and nourishing every flower.  How much care 

do we put into our giving?  First of all, stopping to think of how 

our lives would be without God's many blessings helps us to 

know the importance of saying thanks to Him through our gifts 

of time, money, and other resources.  Then to really challenge 

ourselves to be sacrificial in this area inspires us to realize that, 

as the Bible says, man does not live on bread alone but on the 

words of the Lord. Nourish your giving life as if it were a 

personal garden of gratitude, and watch the bounty that comes 

from trusting that God will make your gifts into a blessing for 

others, and for you. 



High School graduates will be 

recognized at the 9:30 am 

worship service on May 7th.  

The graduates that will be 

recognized on the 7th are Dylan 

Santage, Alex Francis, Elizabeth Findling, and Abigail 

Findling.  Livon Toft will be recognized at a later date.   
 

 

Our youth minister Haley Bogh 

has informed Council that she will 

not be renewing her contract for 

the fall, so she can assume greater 

responsibilities at Ingham-Okoboji 

Camp.  We are happy for her new 

calling, but will miss her a lot.  We thank her for her faithful 

ministry at Bethlehem.  Haley's last Sunday will be May 14, 

Mother's Day.  Be sure to give her a warm sendoff that day.  We 

hope she'll be visiting us in the future when she is in the area. 
 

All are invited to a come and go baby 

shower for Kayla Brugman (wife of BJ 

Brugman) on May 13th from 1:30-3:00 

pm at the Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 

Kayla is registered at Target and 

Amazon. Please bring a book instead of 

a card! 

 

Thank-you to everyone who attended and donated money at 

the Lenten suppers. The donations totaled approximately $600 

and were deposited in the Vacation Bible School account. There 

will be an additional fundraiser for Bible school on Sunday, May 

21st.  Root Beer floats will be served! 

 
 

Ladies: Time to Get Your Hats Ready for Mother’s Day! 
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 14.  That’s the day we invite all 
women and girls of Bethlehem to wear a hat to worship!  Check 
your closet, your attic, or your favorite store and get a lid ready 
for the special day.  Who knows?  You may end up in one of the 
pictures we take that morning. 
 

May Mission of the Month 

St.Luke bingo prizes 

 
Suggestions for Prizes 

Cheese & Crackers, Toothpaste, Diabetic Candy,  

Perfume/Cologne, Body Wash/Lotion, Caramel Corn,  

Jewelry, Fun size candy bars, Seasonal Knickknacks 

Granola Bars , Candy, Potato Chips, Cereal Bars, Peanuts, Gum 

Stuffed Animals, Cookies , Puff corn 

. 

Scripture for May 

Numbers 6:24-26 
24 “‘“The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25 the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
26 the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace.”’ 



. 

-Heidi Steffen Mogush--Stan 

Helmkamp (brother of Don 

Helmkamp)--Bob Kramer (Mindy 

Means’ daughter-in-law’s father) 

- family of Mel Hage (Uncle of Carma Betz)--Ken Hage (Mindy 

Means’ godfather)--family of Isaiah (Mary Sennert’s brother & 

Nick Sennert friends of Jessob & Jenna Steffen)--Cynthia 

Behrends  (Please call the church office to add someone to the 

prayer list.  Requests stay on the list for one month unless you 

instruct us to do otherwise.) 

 

 

 
 

BAPTISMAL ANNIVERSARIES   
JoAnne Treinen, Lori Larson, Rachael Rosenboom, Monica 
Kelly, Jennifer Hosch, Lee Pierce, Collin Swanson, Daniel 
Boblit, Ronald Christensen, Kyle Behrends, Judy Eckard, Mark 
Joenks, Susan Hagedorn, Diana Mortensen, Lori Kamradt, 
Iesha Toft, Lance Lundbeck, Katharina Rinehart, Keith Kruse, 
Todd Vogel, Shem (Sam) McCoy, Natalie Joenks, Jay Steffen, 
Destiny Munden, Judy Phillips, Kenneth Barglof, Sue Brugman, 
Lena Mortensen, Abbey Bryan, Lucas Jarvie, Ledger Brugman, 
Campbell Swanson, Sarah Phillips, Ryan Phillips 
 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  
Don & Wanda Helmkamp, 63 years; Zachary & Susan Larsen, 22 
years; Jim & Denice Schoelerman, 28 years; Roger & Connie 
Huberg, 48 years; Steve & Kathy Hegwer, 30 years, Doug & Jodi 
Kosters, 26 years 

Volunteers needed for May. 

If you would like to share your 

cookies, bars, rolls or anything you 

can sign up on the calendar on the 

bulletin board outside pastor’s office 

where you can put your name on a 

Sunday this year.  If you (or you with 

a friend) sign up, you should bring 

enough pieces and/or cookies for 

about 100 people.   
 

May 7th   Volunteer needed 

May 14th Betsy Schoelerman 

May 21st VBS Root Beer floats 

May 28th  Volunteer needed 

 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

 
The Bethlehem Lutheran Church Council Meeting was called to order 
at 6:31P.M. on Sunday, April 16th, 2023 with Devotions lead by Pastor 
Mark Wilms. Members present were Dan Brugman, Mark Joenks, 
Connie Lundbeck, Kathy Hegwer, Betsy Schoelerman, Jim Christensen 
and Amanda Mugge. Members absent were Lisa Shiley and Brandon 
Swanson. 
Secretary’s Report: The March report was reviewed. Motion to 
approve the March report was made by Dan and seconded by Kathy. 
Motion carried by council. 
Treasurer’s Report: The March report was reviewed. Motion to 
approve the March report was made by Dan and seconded by Kathy. 
Motion carried by council. 
Youth Report: May 10th will be the last youth group meeting. Haley’s 
2nd term of her contract with Bethlehem Lutheran is reaching an end. 
She will not be signing on with us for an additional term as she has 
accepted a full-time position with programming at the camp. We wish 
her the best with her new position. Mother’s Day Sunday will be her 
last day with us. 
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Pastor’s Report: The 5th Gospel Sunday will be the youth program on 
April 30th. Graduation recognition will be held on May 7th. 
Tech Report: The current copier is 8 years old, there are no longer 
any parts available. We own this unit and have a service contract. The 
proposed new copy machine is a Canon and the lease price we have 
been offered is $30/month less than the service contract we are 
paying on the old one. Ink is included in the lease with a set maximum 
number of pages printed each month. A motion was made by Kathy 
to lease a copier from Gordon Flesch. The motion was seconded by 
Mark and carried by council. 
Recently a substitute audiovisual tech person has been needed. A 
Motion was made by Dan to pay a substitute audiovisual tech person 
$50/Sunday. The motion was seconded by Jim and carried by council. 
In addition, a motion was made by Dan to pay our current audiovisual 
person, Kent $50 for training the substitute on his own time. The 
motion was seconded by Kathy and carried by council. 
Finance Report: No updates. 
Outreach Report: Research continues for updating a directory as 
Lifetouch no longer makes picture directories. Royal Fun Days is 
prepping for the 2025 celebration and the idea of a cookbook is being 
discussed.  
Education Report: The spring youth program will be on April 30th 
during church. 
Property Report: No updates. 
New Business: The Bible camp’s director, Dan Antoine will be 
contacted to start the search for a youth director replacement.  
Old Business: The Lenten meals donations totaled up to a little over 
$600. This money was allocated to vacation Bible school. 
Approximately $2,000 total is needed for this program.  
A root beer float fundraiser will occur mid-May during after Church 
fellowship time.  
 

The next council meeting will be held May 17th at 7:00P.M. A motion 
to adjourn was made by Kathy, seconded by Mark, and carried by 
council. Meeting adjourned at 7:10P.M. with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted,         Amanda Mugge, Secretary 
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COMMUNICATIONS:  
• Pastor: Rev. Mark Wilms 

• Church Office:  712-933-2229  

• Pastor’s E-mail:  
pmamlw@royaltelco.net 

• Pastor’s Cell Phone:  

• 507-251-8993   

• Pastor’s Home Phone:  712-933-
5545 

• Lynn Wilms' Cell Phone:  507-251-9242 

• Secretary’s (Cindy Buren) E-mail:  blc@royaltelco.net 

• Secretary’s Office Hours:  9:30 AM to 5:00 PM Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday 

• Website: www.royalbethlehemlutheran.com 

• Kitchen and Hallway Phone:  712-933-2244 

• Youth leader: Haley Bogh blcyouth.royal@gmail.com 

          ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 

May 7th Daniel Boblit 

May 14th Regan Meyer 

May 21st Sarah Phillips 

May 28th  Blake Essing 
          

ALTAR GUILD 

Betsy Schoelerman  Linda Yungbluth 
          

LITURGICAL COLORS 

May 1st – May 27th  White 

May 28th   Red 
 

USHERS 

Dave Holtz   Mark Joenks 
  

SCRIPTURE READER CHAIR 

Betty Kruse 

http://www.royalbethlehemlutheran.com/
mailto:blcyouth.royal@gmail.com
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