
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 14, 2023 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

                    *All who are able, please stand. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Opening Hymn 

“Praise to the Lord, The Almighty”                 ELW 858 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

Leader:  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together 

all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy 

receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the 

world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All:  Amen. 

 

Farewell and Blessing of Haley Bogh 

 

First Reading:  Acts 17:22-31            NT Page 120 

 

Psalm 66:8-20                       OT Page 491 

Leader:  8Bless our God, O peoples,  

let the sound of his praise be heard,   

All:  9who has kept us among the living,  

and has not let our feet slip.  

 

 

 

Leader:  10For you, O God, have tested us;  

you have tried us as silver is tried.   

All:  11You brought us into the net;  

you laid burdens on our backs;   

Leader:  12you let people ride over our heads;  

we went through fire and through water;  

yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.   

All:  13I will come into your house with burnt offerings;  

I will pay you my vows,   

Leader:  14those that my lips uttered  

and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.  

All:  15I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings,  

with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;  

I will make an offering of bulls and goats.  

Leader:  16Come and hear, all you who fear God,  

and I will tell what he has done for me.  

All:  17I cried aloud to him,  

and he was extolled with my tongue.  

Leader:  18If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,  

the Lord would not have listened.   

All:  19But truly God has listened;  

he has given heed to the words of my prayer.  

Leader:  20Blessed be God,  

because he has not rejected my prayer  

or removed his steadfast love from me. 

 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:13-22             NT Page 207 

 

Children’s Sermon 

 

 

 



*Gospel Acclamation   “Spirit of the Living God”     

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall fresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall fresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall fresh on me. 

 
“Spirit of the Living God” words and music by Daniel Iverson © 1963 Moody Bible 

Institute of Chicago.  Used by permission CCLI License #2883494 

 

Leader: The Gospel according to John, the 14th Chapter 

All: Glory to you, O Lord 

 

*Gospel:  John 14:15-21                         NT Page 95 

Leader:  The gospel of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                    Pastor Mark 

 

Hymn of the Day  “Thy Holy Wings”                         BC 407                    

 

1.  Thy holy wings O Savior, 

Spread gently over me 

And let me rest securely 

Through good and ill in Thee. 

O be my strength and portion, 

My Rock and hiding place. 

And let my ev’ry moment  

be lived with in Thy grace. 

 

 

2.  O let me nestle near thee; 

Within thy downy breast 

Where I will find sweet comfort  

And peace within thy nest. 

O close thy wings around me 

And keep me safely there. 

For I am but a newborn 

And need thy tender care. 

 

3.  O wash me in the waters  

Of Noah’s cleansing flood. 

Give me a willing Spirit 

A heart both clean and good. 

And take into Thy keeping 

Thy children great and small. 

And while we sweetly slumber, 

Enfold us one and all. 

 
Used by permission Translation © 1983 Gracia Gindal; John Ylvisaker, Box 321, Waverly, 

Iowa 50677   319-352-4396 

    

Baptism of Natalie Moe Schoelerman 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

Leader…….. 

Leader:  Let us welcome the newly baptized.          

All:  We welcome you into the body of Christ and into 

the mission we share: 

Join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

And bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all 

the world.  

 

Milestone Ministry 

 

In thankfulness to God for Natalie’s baptism, the children 

Riley, Alexa, and Isaac Schoelerman sing “Child of God” by 

Lynn Wilms.   Sue Brugman, piano 

 

*Peace 

Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

 

Offering  “Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth”      ELW 735 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

Leader: Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

All: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have 

first given us – our selves, our time, and our 

possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them 

for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

*Prayers of the People 

Each petition ends:  “Lord in your mercy” 

Response:  “Hear our prayer” 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

 

*Benediction 

 

*Sending Hymn “Sent Forth by God's Blessing”     ELW 547 

 

*Sending 

Leader: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

********************************************************** 

OPPORTUNITIES THIS WEEK AT BETHLEHEM 

Today:    9:30  Worship/Baptism of Natalie  

Schoelerman 

Mother’s Day 

  10:15  Sunday School 

  10:30  Fellowship 

Monday:   6:30  Bible Study 

Wednesday:   9:30  Bible Study 

    7:00  Council Meeting 

Sunday:   9:30  Worship 

  10:30  Fellowship/root beer floats  

        fundraiser for Day Camp 

********************************************************** 

Today we are celebrating the Baptism of Natalie Moe 

Schoelerman, daughter of Jake & Betsy Schoelerman.  

Natalie’s sponsors are Laura Showalter and Lisa Volmary.  

 



Thank you to all the ladies who helped put the senior 

quilts together by pinning, tying and sewing. Those who 

helped are: Marcia Steffen, Kathy Hegwer, Karen Brugman, 

Dorothy Bruns, Sherry Toft, Alice Roghair, Ann Johnke who 

besides doing all the above sewed them all together. 

Thanks again for helping with this nice keepsake for our 

seniors from their church family. 

 

"Bethlehem's Young Adult Ministries group would like 

to extend a sincere thank you for your continued support of 

our Easter Breakfast, which helps us to fund local 

organizations, assist with local needs, and give back to our 

church in upgrading facilities and resources. We are proud 

to currently be celebrating our 10th year as a group and are 

thankful for all we have been able, and will be able, to do 

with your support! Sincerely, Your Young Adult Ministries 

Committee"  

 

Giving Moment:  We give not because people will love us 

or appreciate us, but because God gave us so much, 

including life itself.  Giving is its own reward. 

. 

-Heidi Steffen Mogush--Stan 

Helmkamp (brother of Don 

Helmkamp)--Cynthia Behrends 

-Jan Englert--family of Mike 

Fisher (father of Mindy Means’ niece)--Michelle Essing 

-Friend of Mindy Means--Diana Stevens (another friend of 

Mindy Means)  (Please call the church office to add someone 

to the prayer list.  Requests stay on the list for one month 

unless you instruct us to do otherwise.) 

There will be a fundraiser for Bible school next Sunday.  

Root Beer floats will be served! 

 

Our youth minister Haley Bogh has informed Council that 

she will not be renewing her contract for the fall, so she can 

assume greater responsibilities at Ingham-Okoboji Camp.  

We are happy for her new calling, but will miss her a lot.  

We thank her for her faithful ministry at Bethlehem.  Haley's 

last Sunday is TODAY, Mother's Day.  Be sure to give her a 

warm sendoff.  We hope she'll be visiting us in the future 

when she is in the area. 

 

Offering Report     May 7th:       Attendance:  114           

Offering:  $5,834.00 

 

 

May Mission of the Month 

St.Luke bingo prizes 

 
Suggestions for Prizes 

Cheese & Crackers, Toothpaste, Diabetic Candy,  

Perfume/Cologne, Body Wash/Lotion, Caramel Corn,  

Jewelry, Fun size candy bars, Seasonal Knickknacks, 

Granola Bars , Candy, Potato Chips, Cereal Bars, Peanuts, 

Gum, Stuffed Animals, Cookies, Puff corn 

 
 



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (ELW 858) 

 

1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and 

salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, 

joining in glad adoration! 

 

2. Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously 

reigning 

and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 

 

3. Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and 

defend you; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do 

if with his love he befriend you. 

 

4. Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises 

before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again. 

Gladly forever adore him! 

 

Public Domain 

 

 

 

 

 

ELW #735   Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth 

 

1. Mothering God, you gave me birth 

in the bright morning of this world. 

Creator, source of ev'ry breath, 

you are my rain, my wind, my sun. 

 

2. Mothering Christ, you took my form, 

offering me your food of light, 

grain of life, and grape of love, 

your very body for my peace. 

 

3. Mothering Spirit, nurt'ring one, 

in arms of patience hold me close, 

so that in faith I root and grow 

until I flow'r, until I know. 

 

 

Text:  Augsburg Fortress © 1991.   All rights reserved.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713827 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sent Forth by God's Blessing (ELW 547) 

 

 

1. Sent forth by God's blessing, 

our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

The supper is ended. 

Oh, now be extended 

the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of Christ's teaching, 

receptive souls reaching, 

shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

Your grace shall incite us, 

your love shall unite us 

to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 

 

2. With praise and thanksgiving 

to God ever-living, 

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face-- 

our faith ever sharing, 

in love ever caring, 

embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

With your feast you feed us, 

with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living 

with praise and thanksgiving 

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

 

 

Text © 1964 World Library Publications.  All rights 

reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-713827 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Acts 17:22-31 
22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 

“Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 

way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 

the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 

with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore 

you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God 

who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 

and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all 

nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 

times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 

where they would live, 27so that they would search for God 

and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed 

he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and 

move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets 

have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 29Since we are 

God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and 

imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the 

times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on 

which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a 

man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

 

 

 

 

1 Peter 3:13-22 
13Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is 

good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, 

you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be 

intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 

Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who 

demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 

you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 

conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those 

who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put 

to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if 

suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous 

for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 

put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in 

which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits 

in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, when God 

waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of 

the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 

through water. 
21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not 

as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God 

for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand 

of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject 

to him. 

 

 

 

 



John 14:15-21 
15”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I 

will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, 

to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom 

the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and 

he will be in you. 
18”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a 

little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see 

me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will 

know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 

you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them 

are those who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself 

to them.” 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever.  

Amen. 

*Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 


